


Thank you everyone for joining us for our 
Celsi Celebration and Fundraiser. Every year 
we gather to honor the work of former party 
Chair, Dick Celsi, by coming together to show 
our appreciation to those who now are 
leading the way for Democrats in Multnomah 
County. Your support for our work is 
fundamental to our ability to engage the 
community and our elected officials. The 
Multnomah County Democrats are working 
hard to expand our organization's 
capabilities to better empower our members 
and volunteers. We thank you for being a part 
of helping us to make this happen. Welcome to 
Celsi.

Julio Castilleja
Chair, Multnomah County Democrats

Agenda

5:30-6:30 - VIP Reception

Welcome to the Celsi Celebration

Speakers, including
 Governor Barbara Roberts, U.S. Rep. 

Blumenauer, U.S. Sen. Merkley, U.S. Sen. Wyden,
U.S. Rep. Bonamici, Metro Pres. Peterson,
Treasurer Read, S.O.S. Fagan, KC Hanson, 

Comm. Katrina Holland

Awards

Speakers, including #1 Progressive Talk Show 
Host Thom Hartmann

Closing

Welcome to 
Celsi Celebration 2021



Featured Speakers

KC Hansen, Chair DPOSecretary  of State 
Shemia Fagan

Governor Barbara RobertsU.S. Senator Ron Wyden



Featured Speakers

U.S. Senator  Jeff Merkley

U.S. Representative  
Suzanne Bonamici

U.S. Representative  
Earl Blumenauer

Treasurer 
Tobias Read



Other speakers

Thom 

Some lady?

Commissioner 
Katrina Holland

Featured Speakers

Metro County President 
Lynn Peterson

Attorney General 
Ellen Rosenblum

#1 Progressive Talk 
Show Host Thom 

Hartmann



Featured Guests

David Saffert, like Liberace, is a classically trained pianist from Wisconsin.  
He has been seen on stage in sketch comedy, improv, solo piano concerts, and 
in his very own music & comedy variety shows.  David has worked as a 
pianist (sans sequins) with such organizations as the Guthrie Theater (MN), 
Oregon Ballet Theatre, Portland Opera, Oregon Symphony, and the 
Interlochen Arts Camp.

Some of David’s favorite Liberace tribute highlights have been at Feinstein’s 
at the Nikko (CA), Tony Starlight's Showroom (OR), Portland talk show Late 
Night Action w/ Alex Falcone, OPB's Think Out Loud, and on All Classical 
Portland radio's live broadcasts of Thursday's @ 3.  He appeared as the 
featured guest on two Under the Vegas Sun television episodes which were 
filmed at the Liberace Mansion in Las Vegas.

Michael Allen Harrison delivers music to the heart. His classical 
contemporary style carves a distinct niche of timeless music that has 
connected with thousands throughout his three-decade career. Michael 
is an American composer, songwriter and pianist from Portland, 
Oregon. As an iconic artist, he is known for his magical piano solo 
performances and recordings, his upbeat sound with his band, his work 
with inspiring vocalist Julianne Johnson, his skills producing and 
creating music for ballet, theater and film, his love for teaching and for 
his giving spirit. Michael is the founder and president of the Snowman 
Foundation, the Ten Grands concert series, and the beloved Christmas at 
the Old Church concert series, approaching its 25th season.

He has created over fifty albums released through MAH Records.



Sponsors

Safety First Sponsors

US Sen. Ron Wyden

Laborers’ Local 737

Mask Up Sponsor

          Betsy and Greg Hatton

Scholarship Sponsors

Former OR. Rep. Akasha Lawrence Spence

Lisa Morrison

OR. Rep. Rob Nosse

American Federation of Teachers

NW Oregon Labor Council - Oregon AFL-CIO

Heat and Frost Insulators Local 36

In This Together Sponsors

U.S. Rep. Earl Blumenauer

Studio Event Sponsor

The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Picture Technicians, 
Artists and Allied Crafts of the United States, Its Territories and Canada



Gov. Barbara Roberts Young Democrat Award
The career of Oregon-born Barbara Roberts is filled 
with firsts: first woman majority leader in the Oregon 
House of Representatives, first Democrat elected as 
Oregon Secretary of State, and first woman Governor 
of the State of Oregon. She was also elected to the 
Parkrose School District and Mt. Hood Community 
College boards, and served as a Multnomah County 
Commissioner. Since leaving office, Gov. Roberts has 
worked to develop new leaders through positions with 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University and with the Mark O. Hatfield School of 
Government at Portland State University. She is 
known for her advocacy for the environment, human 
rights, civil rights, and creative workforce 
development. Throughout her career she has been a 
champion for improving the lives of children and 
adults with disabilities. She is the author of two 
books, Death Without Denial and Up the Capitol Steps.



Madi Mordaunt

Having moved to Portland from Utah in 2010, Madi has 
spent most of their career as an Early Childhood Educator 
who comes from a very conservative background. However, 
the world only makes sense from a progressive standpoint, 
and therefore Madi has recently gotten more and more 
involved in local politics. After attending the Oregon 
Womxn’s Campaign School in 2020, they ran for PCP in 
House District 47. Madi has worked on various campaigns 
such as the Houselessness Measure 26-10, and the Portland 
Parks Levy. They’ve been volunteering with the Fundraising 
committee and helped create the Comedians and 
Candidates in Cars fundraising event, as well as being on 
the Celsi Planning Committee.

They believe that things like housing, food, and education 
are a human right; the only path to a sustainable future 
includes antiracism applied individually and systemically; 
and that if you’re going to do anything at all, do good. They 
love gardening, art, bugs, cooking, and naps. 

Ali Krasnow

Ali was elected district leader of House District 45 in 2020, 
and started the Womxn's Study Group in 2018 with support 
from Rachelle Dixon. The Womxn's group focuses on equity, 
activism, legislation and education. Over the last three 
years, they hosted speakers from ACLU Oregon, Planned 
Parenthood, and SEIU. The Womxn's group wrote hundreds 
of letters to promote voting for the 2020 general election 
and the 2021 Georgia senate race. They raised money for 
Rose Haven in 2019 and Don't Shoot Portland in 2020. The 
group track and support bills in the 2019 and 2021 Oregon 
legislative sessions. As district leader, Ali supports the 
interests of PCPs in her house district, organized slate card 
distribution in 2020, co-organized a Black Resilience Fund 
toy drive at Christmas 2020 with Miguel Moseler, adores 
her HD 45 leadership team: ADLs Miguel and HK, and NLPs 
Jillian and Debra. 

Ali is a natural resource specialist and has almost (!) 
finished her master's degree in sustainability. She is on a 
dragon boat team that races every Rose Festival.



Bill and Gladys McCoy Award of Service

Gladys McCoy was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1928. Experiencing segregation 
and southern racism, her parents valued education and service. She earned a 
degree in social work from Talladega College, Alabama’s oldest private 
historically black college, founded in 1867. Before heading to Boston for graduate 
work, she made a trip to Portland. Her greeting was ugly, with Portland catering 
to “whites-only.” But she stayed. Together with husband Bill McCoy, who became 
the first African American to serve in the state legislature, she raised seven 
children. Working with the Head Start program, she completed her master’s 
degree at Portland State College. And in 1970 — in a city where not a single 
African American had ever served in a position of power — she was elected to the 
Board of Education for Portland Public Schools. Gladys’s civic contributions were 
significant: desegregation of elementary schools, consolidation of city and county 
services such as public safety, justice, and parks. Her advice to future public 
servants: “Your attitude makes the difference.”



Presented by: Alissa Keny-Guyer

It’s hard to believe that 2 years ago Representative Alissa Keny-Guyer 
was preparing for a nine-hour surgery to treat thyroid cancer. 
Twelve days later, she was back in the Capitol, working to pass 
critical legislation. That is the kind of commitment she has shown 
through her nearly decade in office. Unlike most of her Republican 
counterparts, Alissa has always shown up to do the work. She is 
constantly visible in the community, attending annual events or 
strolling through the farmer’s market. Even during session, Alissa 
often spent her Thursday night at Multnomah Democrats Central 
Committee meeting, taking input and reporting on the state of play in 
the legislature. The legislature was just Alissa’s most recent act in 
service. She has spent 40 years working to eliminate poverty, invest 
in youth, protect the environment, and promote civil rights. After 
doing community development in Indonesian villages, she earned a 
Masters in Public Health, worked in Hawaiian nonprofits and the 
Hawaii legislature, and ran an international exchange organization 
in California. 

After moving to her district 25 years ago, Alissa balanced raising 
three kids with professional and volunteer jobs to improve public 
education and support vulnerable families. Since joining the 
legislature in 2011, Alissa has chaired of the Human Services & 
Housing Committee and served on the Health Care, Early Childhood & 
Family Supports, Consumer Protection, and Revenue Committees, 
"Alissa is my friend, legislative district neighbor and frequent carpool 
companion. I will miss her passion and commitment to building a 
more just Oregon for all," said House Majority Leader Barbara Smith 
Warner.

Oregon State Senator Lew Frederick first took office on October 30, 
2009 during a swearing-in ceremony as an appointed representative 
from House District 43. In 2016, he was elected to Senate District 22, 
representing most of north and northeast Portland. Professionally, 
he is a Strategic Communications Consultant, focusing on Strategic 
Planning, Community Relations, Science/Technical issues and Media 
Crisis Communications. Senator Frederick is a former board member 
of the Oregon State Board of Education, Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
and Oregon Museum of Science and Industry. Born in Pullman, WA, he 
has only Alaska to visit to reach all 50 states. He grew up in the South, 
Midwest and New England and went to college in Indiana (Earlham 
College). He’s a PhD candidate at Portland State University and has 
studied at MIT, Morehouse, and the Woods Hole Marine Biological 
Laboratories.

Senator Frederick's experiences as a youth in the 1960s with his 
parents during the Civil Rights Movement anchor his commitment to 
service and making people's lives better. His legislative focus is on 
justice in public safety, education, and economic security, "quality of 
life" issues for Senate District 22 and beyond. With an academic 
background in biology, theater, and political science, his professional 
life has included seventeen years as a television reporter at 
KGW-Channel 8 in Portland, thirteen years as the Director of Public 
Information for the Portland Public Schools, teacher, actor and 
ranch-hand.

Recipient: Senator Lew Frederick



The Dick Celsi Award
Richard (Dick) Celsi (1933-1991) was an exemplary 
volunteer with state and county Democrats. He 
served as DPO chair, 1979-83, and led the county 
party two separate times in the mid-1970s and in the 
mid-1980s (1983-88). We gather every year to 
celebrate his life in a volunteer appreciation event 
that is also our largest fundraiser. Celsi was born in 
Portland and graduated from Central Catholic High 
School and the University of Portland. He taught at 
elementary schools in Ridgefield, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon, and operated his own 
landscaping business. He is remembered primarily 
for his leadership as a volunteer. In 1991 Rep. Ron 
Cease described Celsi as someone who “inspired, 
enriched and guided the political conscience of 
countless Oregonians for almost three decades.” A 
resolution of the Oregon Legislature praised Celsi as 
dedicating his life to “promoting tolerance, 
understanding and respect for the diversity of life at 
every level.”



Presented by: Julio Castilleja

Julio was elected a PCP in 2018 and then again in 2020. 
Also in 2020 he was elected to be the District Leader in 
House District 52 and became the Chair of our Community 
Action Committee shortly after that. As the Chair, Julio 
believes it's his duty to serve the interests of the members, 
to help lay out new paths for civic engagement, and to see 
grassroots democracy thrive in Multnomah County. 

"It is time to reimagine what it means to be a party for the 
people. Let us work together to create an atmosphere 
where all future Democrats will feel welcome, wanted, 
and needed." 

Bobbi grew up in Canby, but moved to Portland to attend college.  
After completing her BA, she spent 3 years in Sierra Leone, West 
Africa, as a Peace Corps volunteer, teaching English, math and 
physics.  Upon her return, she married and raised three daughters.  
Bobbi taught in North Clackamas and Portland school districts for 
over 33 years.  After her children were grown and she had retired, she 
wanted to put her learned advocacy skills to work.  She became a 
member of the Multnomah County Senior Advisory Council, 
advocating on seniors’ issues.  In addition, she became a PCP and 
began her work with the Multdems.  She joined the Platform, 
Resolutions and Legislation Committee in 2016 and has worked on the 
last three county party platforms.  In order to bring the Platform to 
life, she advocated that we start work on promoting our county 
platform and working towards the achievement of our Legislative 
Action Items (LAIs), thus the Legislative Liaison Group was brought 
into being over the last three years.  In addition, to PRLC work, Bobbi 
also agreed to chair the county Budget/Finance Committee (which 
just passed its fourth budget).  Bobbi lives in outer SE Portland where 
she also volunteers with East Portland Action Plan, a group that 
works to get the same services for East Portland that the rest of the 
city enjoys.

Recipient: Roberta “Bobbi” 
Yambasu



Pillars of the Party
Barbara Kohnen Adriance

Jason Allen
David Altermatt

Joel Barker
Gloria Bergquist

Phil Braun
Kori Brooks

Joanna Bulkley
William Burgess
Deidre Conway

Colleen Davis
Rebecca Demeter

Robert Dobrich
Gloria Geiser

Leah Gibbs
Joel Glick

Christopher Greiveldinger

Cornerstones of the Party
Eric Delehoy

Emily Herbert
Judith Huck

Mary Hutchings
Lisa Morrison

Roberta Palmer
Valerie Thibeau

Kyle Huth
Angela Jones

Sam Kahl
Leigha LaFleur
Dale Lambert
Aaron Levine
Hanna Linder

Marion McNamara
Shirley Minor

Robert Reynolds
Marcia Schneider

Michael Smith
Dannelle Stevens
Thomas Trotter
Lorraine Witzel

Bethany Wofford
Roberta Yambasu

 



Multnomah Democrats 
Leadership

Chair - Julio Castilleja

1st Vice-Chair - Marcia Schneider

2nd Vice-Chair - Lisa Morrison

Communications Officer -    
James Davis

Technology Officer - Aaron Levine

Treasurer - Dean Price

Recording Secretary - 
Patch Perryman

2021 Celsi Celebration Chair 
Valerie Thibeau

Chair of Multnomah County 
Democrats Julio Castilleja

Immediate Past Chair, Multnomah 
County Democrats 

Lurelle Robbins

Madi Mordaunt

Lisa Morrison

Michael Phelps

Spencer Trumm

Kathleen Turner

Rose Etta Venetucci

Barbara Lee Way

Lisa Wilcke

Celsi Planning 
Committee

David Altermatt

Layla Assem

Tim Carnahan

Henry Exerjian

Aaron Levine

Bryan Lewis

Richard Meyer



District Leaders, and Assistant District Leaders

HD 41:
DL- Mike Rees

ADL- Cindy Barrett

HD 42:
DL- Kyle Huth

ADL- Spencer Trumm

HD43:
DL- Brandon DeWeese

ADL- Erin Zimman

HD44:
DL- Gary Lietke

ADL- Eric Delehoy

HD46:
DL- Jack Hanna

ADL- Leigha LaFleur

HD47:
DL- Deian Salazar
ADL- Layla Assem

HD49:
DL- Zach Hudson

ADL- Open

HD 31/33:
DL- Valerie Aitchison

ADL- Mitch Cogen

HD 27/36:
DL- Dan Goetz
ADL- Lisa Wolf

HD52:
DL- Jay Scalise

ADL- David Osborn

HD50:
DL- Pat DeLaquil

ADL- Heath Curry

HD45:
DL- Ali Krasnow

ADL1: Miguel Moseler
ADL2: HK Kahng

HD48/51:
DL- Deb Siscaretti

ADL- Brian Jensvold

HD 35/38:
DL- Matt Laas

ADL- John Murphy

Now a word from our sponsors:



The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) is a labor union representing over 150,000 
behind-the-scenes workers in the entertainment industry, including live theatre, motion picture and television 
production, trade shows and exhibitions, television broadcasting, and concerts. 
 

IATSE members are employed by staging, lighting, and sound companies, media production companies, and 

venues utilized by political campaigns for rallies and events.  
 

From camera, sound, grip, lighting, wardrobe, and hair & make up crews on campaign commercials to the 

stagehands and live event technicians behind-the-scenes at campaign rallies and debates – among these and 

others – the IATSE represents the highly-skilled workforce behind candidates’ campaigns. 

 
  Our ask 

◼ Support labor rights and working families in the entertainment industry by ensuring the workers at your 
live events and on your media productions receive health care and retirement contributions, and the area 
standard wages. 

 

◼ Should your campaign hire outside vendors to produce political commercials and/or large 
staged events – work within the jurisdiction of the IATSE – we ask that you commit to using 
labor under a union contract. 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Getting to know the IATSE 

Importance of using a represented workforce 

Running a fully pro-worker campaign 

◼ IATSE agreements cover the finest technicians nationally – workers who are 
treated properly as employees under the law, paid area standard  
wages, and provided health and retirement benefits. 
 

◼ Companies that do similar work but whose workforce is not under a union 
agreement often do not maintain area standards, provide worker benefits, or 
pay required payroll taxes. 

 

◼ Non-union crews may lack the expertise, safety training, and certifications 
necessary to ensure productions are safe for candidates and campaign staff. 

 

◼ Further, non-union commercial and live event production crews risk being 
misclassified as independent contractors rather than employees, which can in 
some cases run afoul of state and federal laws and cause unwanted legal 
exposure. 

A candidate, committee, or organization (particularly those that purport to be pro-worker) would never use non-
union print shops to produce campaign materials or book non-union hotels, where available, for travel or 
receptions. Campaigns must strengthen that same reflex when producing a campaign commercial or 
live event. 
 

Every year, we see far too many candidates and organizations that support labor rights, but unwittingly 
contract with non-union vendors – most often due to misinformation. Many do not know that both campaign 
commercial and live event production is traditionally covered by a represented workforce. 
 

There are dozens of media and live event production companies – union and non-union – servicing campaigns 
throughout the country that are hired to produce both campaign commercials and large staged events. 
 

In our view, campaigns must hold themselves accountable by utilizing union labor in every aspect in 
order to claim the pro-worker mantle. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

How to avoid anti-union behavior 
 

Campaign commercials & advertising content 

◼ If contracting a media consulting firm or production 

company to shoot a campaign commercial, ensure they 

are signatory to one of the most current IATSE 

Commercial Production Agreements (CPAs). 
 

❖ Production of the live action elements of all 

commercials and advertising content for broadcast, 

cable, and the internet is within the scope and 

covered by the CPAs. 
 

❖ The CPAs provide minimum scale wage rates and 

standard commercial industry working conditions as 

well as continuity of health and retirement benefits. 
 

◼ If a media consultant subcontracts out the production of 

content, ensure that company is a CPA signatory. 
 

Live events 

◼ If contracting a live event production company for a large 

staged event, ensure they are a signatory employer of the 

IATSE or its affiliated local unions. 
 

◼ If the production company subcontracts out the staging, 

lighting, and/or sound for the event to other vendors, 

please use your managerial discretion and seek to ensure 

those entities are also IATSE signatories – or at a 

minimum that all crew are working the event under a union 

contract.  
 

National campaigns & committees 

◼ National campaigns, organizations, or campaign 

committees that plan on hosting numerous large events 

across the country may wish to contact the IATSE. Some 

entities have historically signed IATSE National 

Agreements to ensure they have the finest union workforce 

at all events throughout the country with consistent area 

standards and quality. 
 

◼ We encourage campaign committees and entities that 

provide candidates with suggested firms for this type of 

work to ensure all such recommended vendors are current 

IATSE signatories. 

• Some companies – including IATSE 
signatory companies – bidding on 
campaign work are asked to bid on 
short notice against non-union 
companies that treat their employees 
in stark contrast to the candidate’s or 
campaign’s values and platform. 

 

• Safety standards, certifications, area 
standard wages, and worker benefits 
required by IATSE signatory 
companies might be sacrificed in the 
low bid environment that exists in 
campaign work. Low bid is often the 
determining factor to stretch campaign 
dollars, but not necessarily the best 
outcome for working people. 

 

• Work done outside the protections of 
a union contract typically provides 
wages but does not contribute to 
workers’ collectively bargained health 
and retirement plans. A signed 
agreement is necessary to ensure that 
the workforce receives much-needed 
health and retirement benefit 
contributions. 

 

• Companies sometimes believe that 
IATSE signatories must only hire 
union members and they will not be 
able to fulfill that obligation in rural or 
geographic areas with low union 
membership without violating the 
agreement, hindering their ability to 
work in these areas. This is a common 
falsehood, which otherwise might 
keep well-meaning companies from 
signing labor agreements. Signatories 
are not barred from accessing workers 
so long as the area standards are 
honored. 

 

• Campaigns or companies may have 
established working relationships with 
crew working in IATSE-jurisdictionally 
covered positions who are not union 
members. This issue should not 
present an obstacle to signing an 
agreement that would benefit all of the 
hard-working personnel that would 
benefit from a union agreement. 

 

Common challenges 

and misconceptions 
 

Contact POLLEG@IATSE.NET for more 

information on IATSE signatory companies 

available to perform this work throughout 

the country, or with any questions. 


